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but the tradesmen will be often found praying or reciting pas-
sages from the Koran, or distributing bread to the poor. There
are additional prayers of as many as twenty racaats at
sunset, which are often offered up in the mosques, which are
illuminated, and in which the most serious spend the five last
nights, including, of course, that of Power.

The Moslems have also voluntary fasts, the principal of which
is that of ];_yS*^-? " Aashura? that is, the tenth of Moharrem.
It is said to have been observed by the pagan Arabs, but
was probably adopted by Mohammed from the Jews, to whom
it was commanded by Moses, Lev. xvi. 29, being the day of
atonement, in which the Israelites were to afflict their souls, and
the High Priest was to enter the sanctuary to expiate the guilt
of the nation. It is now kept in commemoration of the martyrdom
of Hosein; and as it is observed even in Egypt, it is ofcourse,where
the Shiyahs prevail, preeminently a day of mourning, &>j** "taazi-
yeli? In India it is extended to ten days, in imitation of the festival
of Doorga, the wife of Seeva, on the last day of which her statue
is cast into the river, and the Mohammedan ceremonies ter-
minate with disposing in the same manner, or of burying, of the
representation of the sepulchral chapel of Hosein, which the rich
adorn at a great expense with flowers, brocades, and mirrors,
and which is surrounded with lights in gold candlesticks, and
censers burning incense, and embroidered banners. During
these ten days there are recitations of the history of Hosein,
and also of his elder brother Hassan, with all the demonstrations
of grief that might be shown on the death of the dearest friends,
and becoming the commemoration of an event which, according
to an Hindu author, will impress every Moslem with the deepest
sorrow till the day of the resurrection.

The Mohammedan year consists of twelve months, the first
of which contains thirty days, and the second twenty-nine, and
so in rotation till the completion of the 354 days. It is anterior
to the Prophet, and the kalendar must have been formed at a
period when the months which derive their names from the
seasons corresponded with them.